lOL  ktLcJlX 


^4; 


Smmanford  23 r ban 
district  Council. 


35th  Annual 


Repo  it  t 


of  the 


Medical  ©fficer  of 
Health 


For  1937. 


* 


ARCHIBALD  HARPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Amman  Valley  Chronicle,  ’ Ammanford. 


Ammanford  Jflrban 
©istrict  Council. 


35th  3nnual 


Report 

of  the 

IViedical  ©fficer  of 
Health 


For  1937. 


* 


ARCHIBALD  HARPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


“ Amman  Valley  Chronicle,”  Ammanford. 


Ammanford  Urban  District  Council 


AMMANFORD, 

JULY,  1938. 

7o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

-Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
.for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1937,  being  the  35th  Annual 
Report  submitted  to  your  Council. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District 
Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Net  Produce  of  Penny  Rate 


944  Acres 
6,958 
1,792 
£26,601 
£97  : 2 : 9 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births  during  the  Year:— 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

a.  Live  Births— Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Birth-rate  per  1.000  of  the  estimated 


M.  F.  Total 

•••  34  ...  50  ...  84- 
- 2 ...  1 ...  3 

3 ...  4 ...  7 

- 0 ...  0 ...  0 

•••  2 ...  3 ...  5 

M.  F.  Total 

34  ...  50  ...  84 

- 2 ...  1 ...  3 

resident  population,  12.5. 


b.  Still  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 


F.  Total 
3 ...  4 ...  7 

Births,  1.006. 


c.  Deaths 
Death-rate 


•••  54  ...  46  ..  inn 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  14.37- 


o 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 

Registrar-General’s  List). 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  Total 
Live  and  Still  Births^ 

No.  29- — Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil  ...  Nil 

No  30. — “ Other  Causes  ” ...  ...  3 ...  .43 

Total  ...  ...  ...  3 ...  .43 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  57.4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births...  59.5 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  34.4 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  i937. 

otai  Cases 
Notified. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

0 

Diphtheria 

3 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

0 

3; 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  TIIE 

YEAR 

1937. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Diphtheria 

0 . 

..  0 

...  0 

Influenza 

4 . 

. 2 

...  6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

0 . 

..  5 

...  5 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

7 . 

..  6 

...  13 

Diabetes 

1 . 

..  0 

...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 . 

..  2 

...  3 

Aneurysm 

0 . 

..  0 

...  0 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

2 

..  1 

...  3 

Pneumonia 

. 3 

..  0 

...  3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. 4 

..  1 

...  5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

..  0 

...  0 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

. 0 

..  3 

...  3 

Senility 

. 1 . 

..  0 

...  1 

Heart  Disease 

. 18 

...  10 

...  28 

Bronchitis 

. 1 

...  3 

...  4 

Diarrhoea  under  2 Years 

. 1 

..  0 

...  1 

Measles 

0 . 

..  1 

...  1 

Whooping  Cough 

. 0 

..  0 

...  0 

Peptic  Ulcer 

. 1 

..  0 

...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

. 0 

..  0 

...  0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

. 0 

..  0 

...  0 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

. 2 

...  2 

...  4 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Mai 
formations,  etc. 

. 1 

..  2 

...  3 

Suicide 

. 0 

..  2 

...  2 

Other  Violence 

. 2 

...  0 

...  2 

Other  defined  Diseases 

. 3 

...  3 

...  6 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

. 0 

...  0 

...  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year — Legitimate  „ 

. 2 

...  3 

...  5 

All  Causes 

..  54 

...  46 

...100 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

..  34 

...  50 

...  84 

Illegitimate 

..  2 

...  1 

...  3 

Still  Births 

..  3 

...  4 

...  7 

Population 


6.958 


<% 


7 


HOSPITAL  PROVISION. 

Tuberculosis. — The  Welsh  National  Memorial  have  a Dis- 
pensary at  24a,  Quay  Street,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Martin 
Thomas-  Dr.  Thomas  visits  Ammanford  on  Tuesdays  at  10.30 
a.m.,  where  he  sees  patients,  visits  others,  and  holds  consulta- 
tions with  the  various  medical  practitioners  of  the  Area.  Where 
necessary  and  advisable,  patients  are  transferred  to  one  of  the 
Sanatoria  under  the  Welsh  National  Memorial. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Although  some  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  are  treated  at  home,  most  of  the  patients  are  now 
willing  and  eager  to  be  sent  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Tumble. 

Accidents. — The  nearest  accident  hospital  is  at  Swansea. 
There  are  two  Ambulances  in  this  Area. 


General,  Surgical  and  Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Glanamman  Hospital.  This  Institution  has  relieved  a long 
overdue  burden,  and  its  record  of  work  can  be  compared  favour- 
ably with  any  hospital  in  Britain.  The  results  have  been  ex- 
cellent and  much  appreciated  in  the  Area- 

Orthopaedic. — Treatment  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Illegitimate  Children,  Homeless  and  Orphan  Children  are 

admitted  to  the  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Llandilo,  where  there 
is  accommodation  for  22  boys  and  girls  and  8 infants. 

Clinics  and  Welfare  Centre.— This  is  held  once  every  two 
weeks  at  the  Church  Room,  Wind  Street,  on  Tuesdays  from  4 — 6 
p.m.  Dr.  D Alton,  assisted  by  Nurse  Matthews  are  in  attend- 
ance. This  Centre  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Council.  A new  Clinic  at  the  Central  School  was  opened  this 
year. 


Venereal  Disease. — Free  treatment  is  provided  at  The 
General  Hospital,  Swansea. 


Public  Health- — Staff:  Dr.  Harper  (part  time),  and  a full- 
time Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  Sunderland  (Certificate  of  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute). 


Home  Nursing. — There  is  a local  Nursing  Association  who 
employ  several  Queen’s  Nurses,  who  not  only  attend  general 
accidents  and  diseases,  but  attend  confinements  also. 

CounTrCH”^656  CaS6S  316  lnvestigated  by  the 


c-,Wor,kers.’  Diseases.— During  the  past  year,  much  has  been 
f ?uanT  Wntten,  about  diseases  peculiar  to  Miners  . Since  one 

hip  n dtSefeS~iS!!1C0Sis~has  caused  a heavy  to11  in  the  Anthra- 

it  adv  sahfp  ;nC  Udmg  T1'  An?a’  the  Medical  Res*arch  thought 
it  advisable  to  carry  out  extensive  experiments  and  examina- 
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tions,  in  the  hope  of  arriving  at  some  conclusion  regarding  the 
causation  of  Silicosis — at  present  the  only  recognised  lung 
disease  for  which  the  Miner  is  paid  compensation  . Since  this 
body  of  both  Medical  and  Mining  Experts  have  been  attempt- 
ing a solution  of  the  problem,  I hope  it  will  not  be  considered 
impertinence  on  my  part  to  make  a few  remarks  on  Miners’ 
Diseases. 

As  I have  pointed  out  elsewhere,  I cannot  believe  that 
Silica  dust,  conveyors,  shot-firing,  etc-,  etc.,  are  of  themselves 
the  direct  causes  of  Silicosis.  While  it  is  quite  possible  and  very 
probable  that  “ Dusts,”  conveyors,  shot-firing,  etc.,  are  the  pre- 
disposing causes  to  Silicosis,  these  factors  do  not,  in  my  opinion, 
of  themselves  cause  that  disease.  They  are,  however,  the  decid- 
ing factor  in  lung  conditions — Bronchitis,  Emphysema,  etc., 
peculiar  to  the  mining  population. 

The  death-rate  fiom  lung  diseases  in  your  Area  over  a 
period  of  several  years  has  been  abnormally  high,  and  these 
diseases  are  certainly  due  to  the  type  of  employment  followed 
by  the  majority  of  the  male  population  of  your  Area.  It  is,  to 
my  mind,  very  evident  that  Bronchitis,  Bronchiectasis,  etc.,  are 
always  directly  attributable  to  the  coal  mining  industry. 

Although  it  is  believed  by  most  Investigators  that  silica 
dusts  are  the  direct  cause  of  Silicosis,  the  evidence  on  that 
point  cannot  be  now  accepted  as  absolutely  conclusive.  It  is 
known  that  the  minute  particles  are  not  limited  to  one  parti- 
cular part  of  the  colliery,  but  are  carried  about  in  the  atmo- 
sphere underground,  and  are  inhaled  not  only  by  the  hard- 
heading  workman,  but  by  all  men  employed  in  or  about  the 
colliery.  Further,  these  particles  of  dusts,  whether  originating 
from  shot- firing,  conveyors,  drilling,  etc , are  inhaled  by  all 
workmen,  but  do  not  cause  Silicosis  in  all  men  breathing  that 
air-  We  know  of  at  least  one  youth  who  developed  marked 
Silicosis  after  working  less  than  two  years  underground,  while 
many  men  have  worked  all  their  lives  underground  and  show 
no  traces  of  Silicosis. 

To  my  mind,  there  is  still  an  unknown  factor  as  regards  the 
direct  cause  of  Silicosis,  and  I hope  that  this  unknown  factor— 
if  it  does  exist— shall  be  pointed  out  by  the  Research  Committee 
as  a result  of  their  labours  While  a great  many  of  the  work- 
men show  no  trace  of  Silicosis,  few,  if  any,  mine  workers  fail 
to  show  evidence  of  Dusty-Disease,  togethere  with  secondary 
lung  conditions  more  or  less  disabling— conditions  which  can 
only  be  attributed  to  the  occupational  conditions,  and  which, 
if  advanced  sufficiently  to  disable  the  workman,  he  receives  no 
compensation 

While  these  men  are  disabled  and  totally  unfit  to  follow 
any  occupation,  and  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  any  compen- 
sation, it  must  at  the  same  time  be  remembered  that  some  pro- 
gress has  been  made  within  these  last  few  years  concerning 
diseases  peculiar  to  the  Miner. 
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When  the  Research  Committee  publishes  its  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  at  Ammanford,  let  us  hope  that  all  diseases 
peculiar  to  the  Miner  and  arising  from  his  work  will  become 
at  least  subject  to  compensation. 


The  matter  of  compensation  had  now  assumed  a very  serious 
aspect;  not  only  has  it  strained  to  the  breaking-point  the  finances 
of  the  colliery  companies,  but  the  amount  of  compensation  even 
at  its  maximum  of  thirty  shillings  per  week  is  far  from  being 
adequate  to  meet  the  bare  necessities  of  the  disabled  workman, 
his  wife  and  family.  If  a workman  is  disabled  by  a slowly 
progressive  disease,  the  very  least  we  can  do  is  to  pay  the 
victim  as  compensation  that  amount  of  money  he  would  be 
earning  per  week  had  he  not  been  disabled  while  following  his 
occupation.  To  carry  out  this  scheme  it  would  require  re- 
sources much  beyond  those  of  the  colliery  companies,  and  thus 
one  is  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  Government  support. 


Our  present  law-makers  are  continually  filling  the  Press 
with  their  ideas  of  health  and  its  preservation.  If  they  are 
really  seiious,  and  not  the  usual  political  humbug,  they  have 
here  in  your  Area  an  ideal  opportunity  to  put  their  theories 
into  actual  practice  by  retaining  the  health  of  the  very  early 
drseased  Miner.  If  matters  are  allowed  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and  if  the  sufferers  from  all  miners’  diseases  are  not 
adequately  compensated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  within 
the  next  few  years  the  number  of  young  men  willing  to  work 
under  ground  will  become  very  lrmited,  as  will  also  the  number 
of  collieries  capable  of  giving  employment. 


,,  ^iner  your  Area  to  day  is  terror-stricken  by  the 

thought  of  developing  Silicosis,  and  you  as  a Council  should 
not  allow  matters  to  take  their  own  way,  but  should  take  the 
lead  rn  helping  your  Townsmen  through  any  recognised  organ- 
isation towards  bettering  their  present  condition. 

. ^lH°Untry  °VuTflring  With  the  good  thin§s  of  this  life  must 

that  thVrnn0^^16  f0r  ltS  mjured  workmen,  since  it  is  obvious 
that  the  colliery  companies  are  financially  unfit  to  do  so- 

Several  years  ago  I pointed  out  that  a Government  Affores- 

ine°thpSCher  erShfU]d  be;naugurated’  and  that  the  Miner  show- 
ing the  earliest  traces  of  not  only  Silicosis,  but  of  any  disease 

a scheme  W- 1 * OCC“pa.t‘on'  stl0uW  receive  work  under  such 

scheme  and  Sf.e'th  f ”****•  tm  SUch  an  «#««*.««. 
erne,  and  while  the  colliery  companies  would  be  relieved 

»“°at  “ jivinv 
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Masks. — During  the  past  few  years  many  Masks  have  been 
placed  on  the  market,  and  many  have  been  used.  All  these 
Masks  are  now  known  to  be  absolutely  useless.  There  has, 
however,  been  designed  the  Mark  4 Respirator  which,  at  first, 
would  appear  to  be  the  ideal  Mask  for  the  miner. 

This  Mask  was,  I believe,  introduced  some  three  or  four 
years  ago  by  the  Chemical  Defence  Dept.,  and  while  the  Mask 
certainly  does  prevent  the  inhalation  of  Dusts  by  the  Miner 
while  at  work,  one  naturally  asks  why  this  Mask  has  not  now 
been  introduced  into  all  the  mines  I cannot  agree  that  these 
Masks  should  be  issued  to  the  mine  worker  without  some 
guarantee  that  their  continuous  use  over  a period  of  years  will 
not  give  rise  to  other  diseases  for  which,  at  present,  the  work- 
man receives  no  compensation. 

If  some  guarantee  is  given  that  a sufferer  from  any  disease 
arising  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  use  of  this  Mask  shall 
receive  compensation,  and  that  any  disease  produced  by  the 
use  of  the  Mask  is  less  injurious  to  the  health  than  Silicosis  is, 
one  would  immediately  urge  the  mine  worker  to  use  this  Mask. 
Until  such  a guarantee  is  obtained,  or  until  it  is  shown  that  the 
use  of  the  Mask  over  ai  lengthy  period  of  years  has  no  ill  effect 
upon  the  person  using  that  Mask,  I cannot  advise  the  workmen 
in  your  Area  to  adopt  these  Masks. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply- — The  supply  of  Water  for  the  district  was 
again  plentiful  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Filters  and  Chlori- 
nation Plant  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

A constant  and  sufficient  supply  of  Water  is  provided  for 
the  higher  regions  of  the  district  by  means  of  a Hydrostat  fixed 
on  Ammanford  Square. 

The  recorded  quantity  of  water  used  was  122,592,000 
gallons,  v’hich  approximates  to  42  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Sewers  have  again  func- 
tioned throughout  the  year  without  any  trouble.  Throughout 
the  summer  months  the  automatic  Flushing  Tanks  are  brought 
into  operation  twice  weekly.  The  system  is  by  gravitation  to 
the  Filter  Beds,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Amman  Valley 
Sewerage  Board. 

The  number  of  Houses  remaining  to  be  connected  to  the 
Public  Sewers  is  25. 

Rivers,  Etc.,  Pollution.— No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  this  matter. 


Closet  Accommodation. — 

The  statistics  in  this  matter  are  as  follows:— 

No-  of  Houses  with  Closets  on  the  water-carriage  q 

system  connected  to  Sewers  1>/19 

No-  of  Houses  with  Closets  on  the  water-carriage 
system  connected  to  Cesspits,  remaining  to  be 

connected  to  the  Public  Sewers  3 

No.  of  Houses  with  Closets  built  on  conservancy 

system  not  able  to  connect  to  Sewers 25 

It  would  be  possible  to  obtain  the  connection  of  all  of  these 
25  Houses  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  people  lack  the  financial 
means  to  meet  the  cost  of  conversion. 

Public  Cleansing— Dry  Refuse.— The  Council  undertake  the 
removal  of  all  Dry  Refuse.  Collections  are  made  by  the  Coun- 
cil Lorry  thrice  weekly  from  the  centre  of  the  Town,  and  twice 
weekly  from  the  outlying  parts. 

The  Refuse,  when  collected,  is  dumped  on  Myddinfych 
Farm,  outside  the  Urban  Area.  Trade  Refuse  from  fruiterers 
and  fishmongers’  is  also  disposed  of  on  this  farm. 

Many  of  the  Householders  use  very  insanitary  receptacles 
for  their  Dry  Refuse.  All  kinds  of  boxes,  buckets,  and  tubs 
are  used  for  this  purpose.  The  provision  of  a proper  covered 
dustbin  can  be  enforced  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

Refuse  Removal  (Statistics): — 

No.  of  Loads  cleared  ...  3,179 

Total  weight  of  Refuse  cleared  in  tons  ...  4,656 

Mileage  run  ..  3,179 

Costs — Labour  (Wages)  £436  12  6^  ) io  in 

Oil,  Petrol  and  Repairs  £80  6 3g  j x 

Allowing  for  Depreciation,  Licence,  etc.-,  this  works  out  to 
3/3  per  load- 

Privies,  Cesspits,  Etc. — The  contents  of  the  remaining  Pail 
Closets  are  buried  by  Householders  in  their  gardens,  and  the 
Cesspits  are  built  on  the  soakaway  principle,  no  clearance 
being  necessary,  as  the  subsoil  is  of  a porous  nature. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: — 

No.  of  Inspections  made  for  Nuisances  361 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  103 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  4 

No.  of  Water  Leakage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  90 

No.  of  Water  Leakage  Notices  served  ...  ...  52. 

The  Statutory  Notices  were: — 

To  replace  broken  Inspection  Covers  4 


The  whole  of  the  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with. 
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Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  was  necessary  under  this 
head. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  action  was  necessary  under 
this  head 


Special  Classes  of  Premises  Subject  to  Control  of  the  Local 
Authority: — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Registered  1 

No.  of  Lodgers  Registered  for  100 

No.  of  Inspections  26 

The  House  is  registered  for  Male  Lodgers  only.  The  aver- 
age number  of  Lodgers  is  17.  The  Beds  and  Bedclothes  are 
kept  reasonably  clean,  the  floors  are  brushed  out  daily  and 
washed  weekly.  Drainage  and  water  supply  are  satisfactory. 
There  are  no  Registered  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  in  the  Area. 

Van  Dwellings. — A number  of  Living  Vans  are  located  at 
the  site  known  as  the  Old  Chemical  Works,  Pontamman,  and 
one  is  located  at  the  Fairfield. 

These  Van  Dwellings  constitute  a nuisance,  as  they  are 
without  water  supply,  drainage,  or  facilities  for  the  disposal  of 
solid  or  liquid  filth. 

The  question  has  been  under  consideration,  and  action  is 
to  be  taken. 

Underground  Sleeping  Rooms. — There  are  no  Underground 
Sleeping  Rooms  occupied  in  the  Area. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928. — Rag  Flock  is  used  in  three 
Workshops  in  the  Area,  and  is  purchased  under  Warranty  that 
it  complies  with  the  standard  of  cleanliness.  No  samples  were 
taken. 


Schools.— -All  the  Schools  in  the  Area  are  provided  with  an 
ample  supply  of  water,  and  with  modern  sanitary  conveniences 
with  drainage  connected  to  the  Public  Sewers. 


Factories  and  Workshops: — 

No.  of  Factories  and  Works  on  Register  50 

No.  of  Inspections  made  31 

The  nature  of  the  work  carried  on  at  such  Factories  and 
Workshops  is: — 

Boot  Repairing  7 

Brick  Burning  1 

Corn  Grinding  1 

Cooked  Foods  3 
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Cycle  Repairs 
Dressmaking 
Foundry 

Millinery  

Motor  Repairs  

Monumental  Masonry 
Printing 
Saddlery 
Smith's  Work 
Stocking  Making 
Tailoring 

Tin  and  Black  Plates 
Watch  and  Clock  Repairs 

Cabinet  Making,  Upholstery  and  Undertaking 

Outworkers. — There  are  no  Outworkers  in  the  district. 

Housing: — 

No.  of  Houses  erected  in  the  Area  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority  Nil. 

By  Private  Enterprise  20 

Total 20 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

1.  — (a)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  defects 

under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  159 

(b)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  159 

2.  — (a)  No.  of  Houses  (included  under  Sub-head  1 above) 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  Nii 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

3.  — No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation Nil 

4— No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  28 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices. — 

No.  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity or  their  Officers Nil 


Z 

4 

1 

3 

2. 

2 

2. 

2 

1 

2. 

7. 

1 

3 

6 
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ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  9, 

10,  and  16: — 

(1)  No  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  Repairs  12 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  No.  of  Houses  in  lespect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  Repairs Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  Formal  Notice: 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13,  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  No.  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground  Rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground  Rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  or 
determined,  the  Tenements  or  Rooms  having  been 
made  fit  Nil 

PART  IV. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— OVERCROWDING. 

a.  (1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  24 

(2)  No-  of  Families  dwelling  therein  36 

(3)  No.  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  133 

b.  No.  of  new  cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  Nil 

c.  (1)  No.  of  cases  of  Overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  6 

(2)  No.  of  Persons  concerned  in  such  cases  39 

d.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling  Houses  have 

again  become  Overcrowded  after  the  Local  Autho- 
rity have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  Over- 
crowding   Nil 
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e.  Any  further  particulars  with  respect  to  Overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MILK  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the  Register 35 

No.  of  Cowsheds  in  the  Urban  Area 14 

No.  of  Milkshops  in  the  Urban  Area 5 

No-  of  Inspections  made  43 

No.  of  Producers  from  outside  who  retail  Milk  in 
the  Area 13 


No  Sample  of  Milk  was  taken  during  the  year. 

No  Milk  to  which  the  “ Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1936,”  applies  is  produced  in  the  Area. 

Ammanford  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  sells  Pasteurised 
Milk  under  licence,  this  Milk  being  produced  outside  the  Dis- 
trict. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

No  of  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Area  3 

Three  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  these  Slaughter- 
Houses,  to  cleanse  and  remove  manure. 

Of  the  fourteen  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  Area,  one  sells 
chilled  meat  only,  and  five  purchase  all  their  Meat  from  out- 
side the  Area. 

MEAT  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  cdrections  contained  in  Part  2 of  the  above  Regulations 
are  complied  with. 

Part  3 — No  Meat  Marking  is  done. 

Part  4.— There  are  no  Stalls  from  which  Meat  is  sold.  The 
Meat  exposed  for  sale  in  the  shops  is  of  really  excellent  quality. 

Forty  pounds  of  Beef  and  60  pounds  of  Pig  Offal  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

No.  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen  in  the  Area  ...  3 

Bakehouses — 


No.  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  

No.  of  Inspections  made 
Two  Notices  to  Whitewash  were  served. 

There  are  no  Underground  Bakehouses  in  the  Area. 


Adulteration  of  Food.— The  County  Council  is  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  Area.  No  action  was  taken  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act/ 

Dr,i^dUite+rif tl0f  °J  Food-— ' The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and 

?™i-s  £°r  the  Area-  No  action  was  taken  by  the 

Local  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

_ Che*nical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk.— Uni- 

TuberHpCR  leq?-  ° Wales’  Aberystwyth:  Bacterial  Count  and 
tubercle  Bacilli  examination  of  Milk. 
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Nutrition — Dissemination  of  knowledge:  Particulars  of  any 
special  work.  Nil. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No.  of  Houses  Disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  24 

Free  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  Council,  and  the 
rooms  are  fumigated  with  Formalin  Vapour  after  the  period  of 
isolation  is  ended,  or  immediately  the  patient  is  removed  to 
hospital. 

No  facilities  exist  in  the  District  for  the  cleansing  of 
verminous  persons  or  their  goods. 

NATIONAL  RAT  WEEK. 

Notices  calling  the  attention  of  the  Public  to  National  Rat 
Week  were  distributed  throughout  the  Area,  and  slides  were 
exhibited  at  the  local  Cinematograph  Halls. 

Two  rat-catchers  were  employed  for  a period  of  two  weeks, 
November  lst-13th  inclusive- 

A concise  report  of  the  work  done  follows: — 

The  first  three  days  were  occupied  in  laying  poison  baits 
in  the  sewers.  Baits  were  laid  down  in  all  the  manholes,  but 
the  number  of  rats  killed  in  this  way  cannot  be  computed. 

The  methods  used  for  the  rest  of  the  time  were— gassing, 
ferreting,  and  the  laying  of  poison  baits  in  the  runs. 


Summary  of  places  visited  and  Rats  killed.- — 


Date. 

Place. 

Rats 

Killed, 

Thursday,  Nov.  4ih 

Wind  Street.  Slaughterhouse 

35 

Friday,  Nov.  5th 

Wind  Street,  Slaughterhouse 

26 

Saturday,  Nov.  6th 

BehindWind  Street 

18 

Monday,  Nov.  8th 

(Morning),  Gassing,  28,  Park  Terrace  ; No  known 
result. 

(Afternoon),  near  Ammanford  Station 

16 

Tuesday,  Nov.  9th 

Penybank  Road  Slaughterhouse,  Heol  Las  and 

29 

parts  of  Wind  Street  ... 

Wednesday,  Nov.  10th 

Pontamman  Road.  Harold  Street,  Florence  Road, 

30 

and  Llandebie  Old  Road 

Thursday,  Nov.  Ilth  ... 

Bishop  Road,  Parcyrhun  Farm,  Dynevor  Tinplate 

28 

Works,  River  Amman  and  Old  Dump 

Friday,  Nov.  12th 

Penybank  Road  Slaughterhouse  and  behind  Wind 

39 

Street 

Saturday,  Nov.  13th 

Edward’s  Pork  Shop,  Churchyard  and  Margaret 

21 

Street 

Total  ...  242 


I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  Council  Staff  for  their  courtesy  and  help  at 
all  times. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

ARCHIBALD  HARPER,  L.M.S.S.A..  D.R., 

M.O.H. 


